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Welcome to Tranekzer

Dear Guest, you are now standing in the middle ol a very special village
—a castle village built up around Tranckeer Castle over the last thousand
years — surrounded by a very special and unique landscape created by
the ice 20.000 years ago and since then shaped and influenced by hu-
man activity. This folder describes a little of what can be experienced in
connection with the areas nature and culture

The coastline west of Traneker

From coast to coast - sunrise to sunset

Tranekeer is only 3 km [rom either coast, On a day Lrip, it is possible to
watch the sun rise over Lolland from Langelands easl coast — experience
Tranekeer - and then walch the sun set over Funen and Tdsinge from
the west coasl.

The name Tranekeer

According to legend, Traneker is named alter the Stone Age King Tran
The name is made no less charming though as a crane couple (called
“trane” in Danish) has resided in the meadows around Tranckeer [or the
last couple of summers.

Q The church

Tranekeer village strelches between the church and the castle, the 2 dis-
tinctive spires mark the relationship that existed between Church and
Castle in earlier times. The church was built around 1450 on the site of
a previous church from the 12th century. The Ahleleldt family owned
the church until 1942 when the ownership of the church passed to the
State. Langelands two largest and most distinctive lime trees stand at the
entrance to the church yard.

Development - Castle and village

Undl about the beginning of 1700, the village only consisted of
Traneker Castle, the church, eight small farms and eight small worker’s
cottages that belonged to the Castle. Throughout the 1700s the number
of houses increased dramatically, especially so during the time of Count
Frederik Ahlefeldt-Laurvig, known as the General, The Generals inter-
est in art and culture was a key lactor to the litle village’s expansion.
He founded several companies and institutions in the village and hired
foreign clerks, workmen, musicians and actors. Their descendents can
still be found on Langeland
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Serious fire

In May 1875 a fire broke out in Trancker Vicarage. A strong wind caused
the fire 1o spread guickly. 1t is said that the vicarage coachman came home
al midnight, he noticed nothing but the horses stopped and were first
unwilling to enter the gates. The fire broke out two hours later and by 4
o'clock in the morning hall of Tranekar had burned down. More than 30
houses burned down

@ Cultural history’s start

- Hunters’ settlement at Basballe Lake

The first signs of human activity in the area is dated to about 7500 —
7000 BC. Langeland’s Museum has found the remains of a summer
settlement for a hunter/gatherer society at ‘Fladet’ that once used to
be called Basballe Lake. Bones [rom wild game such as deer, wild boar
and possibly moose have been found here.

@ Private road for the Count

- ‘Lammehaven’

When a smallpox epidemic wreaked havoc
in Tranckar at the end of the 1700s, the
Count built a road bypassing the town.
This was used amongst other times when
the Count went to church. 1t is said though
that the Count, who was very fond ol
children, was infected one day when he
stopped Lo talk to a boy working in a field
beside the avenue. The Count subsequent-

ly died.

The houses in Tranekaer

Almost all the houses in Tranekar have a
history and were built [or a particular pur-
pose, Until the 1960s Tranekeer Eslate (the
earlier County of Langeland) owned all Lammchaven: The avenue

the houses in town except for the school, stll consists of the over 200
the church, the vicarage and a house in  years old, beautiful linden

Slotsgade. {rees!

The Hunter’s House is one ol the most unique houses in Trane-

= 2 keer. Built in Swiss cha-
let style in 1890, it is
situated at the top of
the Lammehave ave-
nue, close to Asovej.
From here, there is a
beautiful view to Tue-
mosen and Lhe distinc-

tive hat shaped hills.
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e Galaxy - inaugurated by Queen Margrethe li

Al the bottom of Lammehaven stands a sculpture created by
the local artist Jan Axel Starup. The grassy area south of the
sculpture used o be the sports ground for Tranekaer school and
is now a recreational area {or residents and visitors

@ Medicinal herb gardens

- Plant Ressource Association Langeland

A medicinal herb garden opened in 2010 at Smortoften, be-
hind the earlier "Honschusel” on Botoftevej. The intention is (o
plant nine gardens. The first, the "breathing” garden is already
established and includes a section for scents. A special folder
is available at the entrance and the garden is open all the year.

Q TICKON - Land-art sculpture park since 1993
The Park, which is the original Caslle park, contains many rare
and old trees, amongst others, the impressive cobbler’s oak with
an information board with “The tree’s prayer”. It is possible to
walk all the way round the caslle lake via a series of paths in the
park and - in the northwest corner - continue to 8. Traneker
Castle Mill
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