
The Soil Basins in Assens 
A nature area created by industrial activity

Assens Sugar Factory, that  existed from 1884 
until 2006, produced sugar from sugar beets. 
Large amounts of soil came with the beets delivered 
from Funen, Langeland and parts of Jutland. The beets 
were then washed with water from the sea. 

The Soil Basins were created on a low lying beach by 
making a surrounding embankment. Over time the 
area was filled with soil from the beets and now stands 
about 10 meters over sea level. 

The Soil Basins cover an area of approximately 40 
acres. In the last production years, soil deposits were 
about 100,000 tons / 45,000 cubic meters per year. 
In 1995 a biological cleaning system and biogas 
production started. Several concrete foundations from 
the earlier cleaning facility can still be seen.

From the Soil Basins the sugar factory´s former 
headquarter can be seen and now functions as council 
offices for Assens Council. The dominant and restored 
chimney is a reminder of Assens´ industrial past 
together with The Juice Station / Saftstationen and 
Arena Assens that is now the town´s sports center with 
fitness rooms, restaurant and toilets.

Previously, there were several sugar factories in 
Denmark. Today only two remain active, one in 
Nykøbing Falster and the other in Nakskov. The latter 
also houses the “Sugar Museum”. 

As here in Assens the former sugar factory in Stege 
(closed in 1989) has also preserved its soil basins for 
recreational purposes.

The Soil Basins, the buildings and the surrounding 
area represent a unique piece of Assens´ cultural and 
industrial heritage.

Plants, birds and wild life

After the closure of the sugar factory the Soil Basins 
have been untouched and, over time, developed an 
interesting flora and fauna. There are more than a 100 
species of plants in the area. 

130 different species of birds are observed in the area. 
Many of them are nesting in the area, and in this area 
you find the largest number of warbler, reed bunting 
and whitethroats in West Funen. 

In the area you also see lizards, toads and grass snakes. 
Foxes and deer are frequently seen.

IMPORTANT

Access to the area is your responsibility.

Do not venture to the edge of the basins as they are 
very steep and fragile.

Please keep to the paths and keep children under 
constant observation. 

Dogs must be on the leash.

Have a nice walk.

 
The Soil Basins in Assens

 A nature area created 
by industrial activity



GUL ca 3,0 km 

- BLÅ ca 2,5 km

- - - Torø Huse - Assens stien

- Kreatur hegn

1-++ Gl. jernbane/skinnecykler 

• Udsigtspunkter

Bordbænk

.,.,. Bænk 




